Constitutional Amending Process for Each State

Source: https://ballotpedia.org/Amending_state_constitutions

SM = “simple majority”; P="petition”;L="Legislative”;C="convention”

7 States require more then a simple majority popular vote to ratify a constitutional amendment.

36 states make it harder for their legislatures to propose amendments than Missouri does.

STATE Vote Needed to Ratify El",:::l:sbslzs to :‘:gi;::ﬂ:ee Qeset
ropose

Alabama AL Simple Majority L,C 3/5 vote of Leg.
Alaska AK Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Arizona AZ Simple Majority P,L,C SM
Arkansas AR Simple Majority P,L SM
California CA Simple Majority P,L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Colorado CcO 55% Amend, SM to Remove P,L,.C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Connecticut CT Simple Majority P,.L.C % vote of Leg
Delaware DE The People do not get a vote L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Florida FL 60% popular vote P,L,C,+ 60% of leg.
Georgia GA Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Hawaii HI Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Idaho ID Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
I1linois IL Simple Majority P.L.C 60% of leg.
Indiana IN Simple Majority L SM twice
Iowa 1A Simple Majority L,C SM twice
Kansas KS Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Kentucky KY Simple Majority L,C 60% of leg.
Louisiana LA Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Maine ME Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Maryland MD Simple Majority L,C 60% of leg.
Massachusetts MA Simple Majority P,L,C SM twice
Michigan MI Simple Majority P,L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Minnesota MN Major Majority, 60% if convention * L,C SM
Mississippi MS Simple Majority — modified P,L 2/3 vote of Leg.
Missouri MO Simple Majority P,L,C SM
Montana MT Simple Majority P,L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Nebraska NE Simple Majority P,L,C 60% of leg.
Nevada NV Simple Majority P,L,C SM
New Hampshire |NH 2/3 Popular Vote L,C 60% of leg.
New Jersey NJ Simple Majority L 60% of leg.
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New Mexico NM Simple Majority L,C SM

New York NY Simple Majority L,C SM twice
North Carolina NC Simple Majority L,C 60% of leg.
North Dakota ND Simple Majority P,L,C SM

Ohio OH Simple Majority P,L,C 60% of leg.
Oklahoma OK Simple Majority P,L,C SM

Oregon OR Simple Majority P,L,C SM
Pennsylvania PA Simple Majority L,C SM

Rhode Island RI Simple Majority L,C SM

South Carolina SC SM plus SM Legislative Approval L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
South Dakota SD Simple Majority P,L,C SM

Tennessee TN Simple Majority L,C SM then 2/3 Leg.
Texas TX SM plus SM Legislative Approval L 2/3 vote of Leg.
Utah uT Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.
Vermont VT Simple Majority L 2/3 then SM
Virginia VA Simple Majority L,C SM
Washington WA Simple Majority L,C 2/3 then SM
West Virginia WV Simple Majority L,C SM

Wisconsin WI Simple Majority L,C SM twice
Wyoming WY Simple Majority L,C 2/3 vote of Leg.

* ““‘major majority”” requires simple majority (50%-+1) of all
voters who cast a ballot in that election

All but 13 states require a supermajority vote by each of their House of
Representatives and Senates (60% to 66%) for the legislature to
propose an amendment.

Of the 7 states that require more than a simple majority vote of the
people to ratify amendments, only Minnesota allows their legislature to
propose amendments with a simple majority legislative vote.

There are no states with a different ratification threshold for petition
put on the ballot by petition versus the legislature.
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Download PDF at: www.mofirst.org/issues/ratification/State-Ratification-Process.pdf
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